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To follow Jesus is to have a hope-filled life. Our hope is anchored in the fact 

that God will surely deliver on all that He has promised because He reigns 

over all things and therefore nothing can ultimately thwart His purposes. 

Job said of the Lord, “I know that You can do all things and that no purpose 

of Yours can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). That means nothing can ultimately 

frustrate His plans and purposes and therefore nothing can hinder Him from 

ultimately fulfilling His purposes. And so our hope is secure because God is 

both able and faithful to fulfill His promises, precisely because He reigns 

over all things.  

 

What we are going to see in 1 Cor 15 this morning is that the resurrection is 

essential to God’s supreme reign, and therefore it is essential to our hope.  

 

The resurrection of believers is essential to God’s supreme reign, because 

death is the last enemy for Christ to conquer.  

 

So often we think about how the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection 

of believers is essential to us as believers. But I confess that before this 

week, I don’t think I had ever thought about what the resurrection means to 

God. We know the resurrection is essential for us. But is it essential for 

God? Is it essential for God to be God supreme?  

 

Before we answer that question, Paul begins this section of I Cor 15 by 

showing us where the resurrection of believers fits into the into the scheme 

of God’s plan. Remember from last week, many of the believers at Corinth 

were struggling to accept the doctrine of the resurrection because their 

Greek way of thinking did not value the body after death. So in vs. 12-19 

Paul outlined what was lost if the doctrine of resurrection was not true.  

 

But now in vs. 20 He affirms that Christ has indeed been raised. [vs. 20-23] 

Paul not only announces that Christ has been raised, but also demonstrates 

that the resurrection is a fitting way for God to undo the effects of sin. After 

all, that’s why God sent his Son to be the Messiah or Savior.  

 

Adam’s sin brought about death and the only way to reverse sin’s effects 

is for death to be overcome by resurrection. So just as Adam’s sin affected 

all who were related to Him, so also God sent Christ so that all who are 

related to Him by faith could be raised, overcoming sin’s sting. One man’s 

sin resulted in death for many, so God reversed the curse of death by 

sending one man to rise for many. That is, for all who trust in Christ to find 

their resurrection in Him.  

 

So Paul says, Christ’s resurrection is the “first fruits” of those who are 

asleep, those who have died. When I hear the term first fruits, what comes 

to mind is a tin coffee can full of wheat. Sometimes during harvest, my dad 

would make just one or two rounds in the wheat field with the combine. 

Then he take a coffee can and scoop some wheat out of the hopper so he 

could test the moisture content in the grain to see if he should continue 

harvesting. The coffee can wasn’t the whole harvest. It was just the first-

fruits—it represented the whole harvest that was yet to come. That can of 

wheat represents the rest of the harvest, not only in quantity, but also in 

quality (Christ’s resurrection is a picture of what our resurrected bodies will 

be like).  

 

When Jesus rose from the dead, His resurrection would not be the only one. 

It was first of many others whom God would also raise because of their 

union with Christ. Paul gives the order of 3 events in [vs. 23-24]. Paul 

focuses on these 3 events in particular because they have to do with death, 

the final enemy that must be overcome for all things to be brought back 

under the proper reign of God. The end of death began with Christ’s 

resurrection from the dead—He was the fruits of the harvest. The rest of 

the harvest will take place at the time of Christ’s second coming when the 

resurrection of the saints will take place. Then, Paul says, the end will come 

when Christ has abolished all rival rule, and authority, and power, and 

hands the kingdom over to His Father.  



 

This bring us to the very heart of Paul’s teaching:  

 

1. Apart from the resurrection, God could not reign supremely over 

all (vs. 25-28).  

 

[Vs. 25-28] The goal of history is for God’s sovereign rule and reign 

to once again be supreme in every respect as it was before the fall. 

That’s why vs. 24 speaks of Christ overcoming all rule, and authority, 

and power on this earth. When Christ returns He will rule this earth 

with a rod of iron, meaning that His rule will be absolute and 

without rival. John captures the scene for us in Revelation 19:11-16:  

 

“And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who 

sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He 

judges and wages war. And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon 

His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him 

which no one knows except Himself. 

 

And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is 

called The Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, 

clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white 

horses. 

 

And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may 

smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He 

treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 

And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF 

KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS." 

 

Then John continues in Rev 20 to describe how even Satan Himself 

will be thrown into the eternal lake of fire along with death and 

hades (vs. 10,14).   

 

This is the mission that Christ came for. This is the purpose of His 

incarnation. In His first coming, He was born as a baby, lived as a 

                                                           
1 Cf. Revelation 20:14 

man, taught, preached, performed miracles, was crucified, buried, 

and raised so that He could redeem a people for Himself. In His 

second coming He will fight, conquer, rule, and judge until every 

rival is under his feet so that He can hand over one sovereign 

kingdom to God the Father so that the Father will have His proper 

place of honor as supreme over all.  

 

This is why vs. 25 says, “He must reign until He has put all things in 

subjection under His feet.”  He must conquer every last enemy of 

God because God must have His rightful place as “all in all.” That is, 

Christ must defeat every last enemy as King of kings and Lord of 

lords, so that when He subjects Himself, therefore all things under 

Him, to the Father, God will be all in all, meaning that the 

unchallenged reign of God alone over all things will be eternal.  

 

And the last enemy that must be abolished, Paul says, is death (26).1 

What this means is that the resurrection of Christ and all those who 

are one with Him is essential for God’s supreme, eternal reign, 

because death is His last foe.  

 

Therefore, the resurrection is not only the foundation of the 

Christian faith and the believer’s hope, it is essential for God’s 

supreme reign over all things. The resurrection is the key that opens 

the door of God’s final and supreme reign of triumph over all. Apart 

from the resurrection, which defeats death and utterly reverses the 

curse of sin, God could not be the triumphant, free-reigning, 

unrivaled, absolute sovereign that He is.  

 

Now Paul turns to more immediate practical implications of the resurrection 

in the following verses: 

 

2. Apart from the resurrection of believers, baptism is meaningless 

(vs. 29). 



 

[vs. 29] Verse 29 is a mystery, because we don’t really know what 

Paul is referring to. A surface reading would suggest that there was 

some practice of vicarious baptism for people who had died, 

perhaps believers who died before they were able to be baptized. 

However, it would be extremely uncharacteristic of Paul to not 

write even a word of rebuke or correction for such an erroneous 

practice.   

 

One possibility could be that Paul is referring “the dead” not as a 

separate group of people but as their own bodies which they are 

baptizing. In Rom 8:10 Paul said, “the body is dead because of sin.” 

In other words, if baptism symbolizes our identity with Christ’s 

death and resurrection as turning from sin, why do you baptize the 

body if it won’t be one day raised. I can’t say for sure that this what 

Paul means, but the one thing we can assert from vs. 29 is that 

baptism makes no sense, if the dead are not raise.  

 

3. Apart from the resurrection of believers, suffering for Christ is 

meaningless (vs. 30-32). 

 

[vs. 30-32] As we saw last week, Paul was under constant duress 

because of the gospel. The early church was no stranger to suffering 

and persecution. If Paul did not have the hope of a future 

resurrection, suffering for the sake of the gospel would be insane. 

No human motivation, without the hope of future resurrection, 

would have sustained his struggle with the wild beasts in Ephesus—

probably referring to those who persecuted him there.  

 

In fact, Paul says, you Corinthians are the very fruit of my affliction 

for the sake of the gospel in vs. 31. Paul is not boasting in himself 

here. Back in vs. 10 He clearly stated that all he is and all he’s done 

is owing to the grace of God. Paul was daily dying to himself for the 

sake of gospel and for the Corinthian’s benefit.  

 

Without the hope of resurrection, it would only make sense to eat, 

drink, and be merry—just live for pleasure in the moment.  

  

4. Apart from the resurrection of believers, moral living is futile (vs. 

33-34). 

 

Let’s begin reading at the end of vs. [32-34]. 

 

Let’s consider these verses in light of what was just said earlier 

about God being all in all by virtue of the last enemy, death, being 

put to death. If the dead are not raised, and thus God will not be all 

in all, then there is no reason to restrain our fleshly desires. Eat, 

drink, and be merry, because tomorrow we die. If death still reigns, 

live it up while life lasts!  

 

But death will be crushed by virtue of our resurrection and the first 

fruits have already been harvested—Christ has already been raised 

as our guarantee. So Paul says, don’t be deceived, bad company—

probably referring to false teachers denying the resurrection—bad 

company corrupts good morals. In other words, you will drift back 

into sin if you listen to people who deny the resurrection, because 

to deny the resurrection is to deny that God will be all in all, as the 

One wo whom we must give an account in the end.  

 

Therefore, “be sober-minded…and stop sinning; for some have no 

knowledge of God” as the supreme, reigning sovereign who will 

crush His every enemy under His feet. Stop living as though God has 

forfeited His reign. STOP LIVING AS THROUGH GOD HAS FORFEITED 

HIS REIGN!!  

 

He has not! He has raised Christ who will finish off ever last enemy, 

including death, so that God will reign supremely over all! 

 

I realize there is a tension here. We live between the already and not-yet. 

We live between the resurrection of Christ and the resurrection yet to 



come. Satan was defeated at the cross, yet he roams and causes havoc until 

his final sentencing day.  

 

Sin and Satan are like a poisonous snake. I’ve heard that with some 

poisonous snakes, even if you cut of their head, its wise to bury the head 

because enough venom remains in the severed head that it can still be 

dangerous. Satan has been defeated, yet he still spews his deadly venom. 

Perhaps its time for you to bury some snake heads. Stop exposing yourself 

to the influence of sin and the deception of Satan. What snake head do you 

need to bury that undermines the reign of Christ in your life?  

 

Sin and Satan and death have been defeated.  

 

So, stop bowing your knee to pride and lust and bitterness. Stop bowing 

your knee to discouragement and self-pity and anxiety and fear. Stop living 

just for the moment. What we gain or suffer in this life only momentary. Lift 

your eyes to the horizon of eternity and know that the promises of God will 

be fulfilled. An age of ultimate satisfaction is coming. Christ has risen and 

we who belong to Him will be raised in just a little while. Make the 

supremacy of God supreme in your life.  

 

Give for the sake of the kingdom.  

Live for the sake of the kingdom.  

Love for the sake of the kingdom.  

Pray and passionately pursue your neighbor or the sake of the 

kingdom so that they too can triumph in Christ in the last day when 

Christ is King and God is all in all.  

 

There is coming a day when the last enemy, death, will be thrown into the 

lake of fire which is the second death. “And If anyone’s name is not found 

written in the book of life, he is thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev 20:14-15). 

Death can only be overcome in one way, you must be one with Christ. You 

must come under His loving authority by faith. He must reign. Only those 

who bow their knee to Jesus will be raised with Him to eternal life—and the 

2nd death cannot touch them.  


